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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK 
Ordinance No. 229 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THECITY OF 
GROSSE POINTE PARK BY REVISING AND AMENDING 
CHAPTER 27, SECTION 100 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF GROSSE POINTE PARK RELATING TO GUIDELINES 
AND LIMITATIONS FOR LIVING FENCES IN THE CITY.  

 

THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK ORDAINS: 

Sec. 27-100. Fences.  

(a) Definitions. For the purpose of this Section:  

Fence. The word “fence” means any structure of posts and boards, of palings or pickets, or rails, 
or of one or more strands of wire or lengths of pipe, or of woven wire or other material, any 
masonry wall without a roof, or anything similar to the foregoing including a “living fence” made 
of organic growing materials such as bushes, shrubs, hedgerows, or landscape berms, which is 
above ground and acts as a barrier to free and unobstructed passage, but a fence does not include 
any guardrail.  

Front of Lot. In the case of a lot in a residential district at the intersection of two streets, the front 
yard line or similar data shown on the recorded plat shall determine which street the lot faces and 
fronts upon; where such determination cannot be made from the recorded plat, the lot shall be 
considered as facing and fronting upon that one of the intersecting streets which, in the block in 
question, has the greater length. Any yard required to be maintained adjoining the street on which 
the lot so faces shall be treated for purposes of this section as the front yard. 

Height. Height shall be measured from the general level of the ground in the immediate vicinity. 
Where the level is different on either side of a fence, the average between the two shall be used.  

(b) Location and Height. No fence shall be constructed or maintained on any part of a 
front yard, except for a “living fence” made of organic growing materials so long as it is regularly 
trimmed to prevent it from intruding onto city sidewalks or impeding the surrounding line of sight, 
including views of street corners and road signs. A “living fence” in any part of a front yard shall 
not exceed four (4) feet in height, and shall be regularly trimmed to comply with this height 
limitation.  A fence on the real lot line or a fence constructed within the area of the lot on which a 
building can be constructed shall not exceed six (6) feet in height. No fence along any side lot line 
shall exceed four (4) feet in height, except that a fence along the side lot line may be up to six (6) 
feet in height if:  

(1) Such proposed fence is along a side lot line adjacent to a street or alley; or  

(2) The resident proposing to build such fence has notified his immediately 
adjoining property owners of his intention to construct such fence and has 
obtained their written consent thereto within a period of (sixty) 60 days 
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preceding the issuance of a permit for the construction of such fence. (Ord. 
172, § 1, 1-1-99)  

 (b.1) Waterfront Fences. No fences except “living fences” are permitted on the water  
view side of any residential premises abutting Lake St. Claire. “Living fences” must meet the 
following conditions to be planted on the water view side: 

(1)  The property owner secures a permit for said “living fence” from the 
director of public service. A pre-requisite to permit approval and issuance 
is the resident must notify the owners of those lots or parcels whose view 
of the lake may be affected by the planting of the fence of her intention to 
do so and obtain written consent from all owners within a period of sixty 
(60) days preceding the issuance of the permit.  

(2) The “living fence” cannot exceed four (4) feet in height and must comply 
with all other maintenance and construction requirements outlined in this 
general section. Any “living fence” in existence before adoption of this 
ordinance is grandfathered in, but must be modified so as to be in 
compliance with the 4 foot height restriction. 

 (c) Fences Construction and Maintenance.  

(1) The supporting framework of any fence shall not face adjacent properties 
or streets.  

(2)  Fences shall not be attached to existing fences, i.e. cyclone fence attached 
to wooden fence. A “living fence” must be able to stand unassisted by other 
supports, and may not include posts, trellises, or other non-living structural 
supports. This section is not intended to otherwise limit the ability of a 
property owner to landscape alongside a fence. 

(3)  No fence shall have barbed wire, razor wire, electrical current, concertina 
wire or other similar material. In the case of a “living fence,” an owner shall 
not maintain a “living fence” that consists of “noxious weeds,” or any other 
plant bearing thorns, or any plant which is commonly known to cause skin 
irritation (e.g. poison oak or stinging nettles) (Ord. No. 24-10). 

(4)  The owner of any fence shall maintain their fences in accordance with the 
Code of Ordinances provisions.  

(5)  All fences shall be maintained plumb and true with adequate support in a 
safe manner. The owner of a fence shall remove and/or repair a fence that 
is dangerous, dilapidated or otherwise in violation of the Code of 
Ordinances. In the case of a “living fence,” an owner must replace any 
sections with clear die-off measuring 24 inches or more across horizontally.  
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(6)  Any person who erects, builds and/or constructs any fence upon property 
which such person owns and/or leases, shall be responsible for the repair, 
upkeep and maintenance of the fence. 

(7)  Any person who owns property upon which a fence has been constructed 
by a previous owner shall be responsible for the care, upkeep and 
maintenance of the fence.  

(8)  It shall be the responsibility of the person installing the fence to ensure such 
fence is placed on or within their own property line.  

(Ord. No. 190, §1, 10-1-07)  

(d) Fence Projections and Barbed Wire Prohibited. No owner, lessee or occupant of 
any building in the City shall erect or maintain on or about the entrance of such building, or on or 
about its exterior, any railing, fence, guard or other protection from which there shall project any 
spike, nail or other manmade pointed instrument of any kind or description. No owner, lessee or 
occupant of any premises in the City shall construct or maintain a barbed wire fence nor any wall 
or other form of fence to which any barbed wire shall be affixed or from which there shall project 
any spike, nail or other pointed instrument.  

(e) Permit Required for Fence Construction. No person shall construct or install any 
fence anywhere in the city, including a “living fence,” without first applying to the director of 
public service for a permit, the application to be in writing and to be accompanied by a description 
of the fence and of its location in detail sufficient to enable the director to determine whether or 
not said fence will comply with the provisions of this section. With respect to a “living fence,” a 
permit application must include the common name of the proposed plant or vegetation that will 
comprise the fence. 

(f) Nonconforming Fences. Nothing in this Subchapter shall require the demolition or 
alteration of any fence existing prior to April 1, 1960, if such fence is in a state of good repair and 
if such fence, when constructed, conformed to the ordinances of the City in force at the time. 
Whenever any such nonconforming fence shall fall into a state of disrepair, or whenever the same 
or any material portion thereof is to be replaced for any reason, the replacement shall conform to 
the requirements of this Section.  

(g) Exceptions. The limitations of Section 27-100(b) shall not apply to fences on or 
bounding premises occupied by a church or a public or private school; nor shall they apply to 
fences on or bounding a playground, park or other property operated by the City of Grosse Pointe 
Park. In any case where, upon appeal to and hearing by the Board of Appeals, it appears to the 
satisfaction of the Board of Appeals that the limitations of Section 27-100 do not promote public 
health, safety or general welfare, nor reduce the hazards to life or property, the Board of Appeals 
may relax said limitations, in whole or in part, and permit what would otherwise be prohibited by 
said Section. 

This ordinance shall take effect March 17, 2022 


